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Deur Mr. Reeder:

[ am writing to you to express the suong support of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for your
cfforts 10 facilitate the lease of 8 partion of the L.ongham Army Ammunition Plant ta the Caddo
Lake Institute for use as o center for wetlands conservauon,

Recommendation 6.3, adopted at the Ramsar Conference ot the Parties, in Australia, earlier this
year, specifically recognized the Caddo Leke Institute a3 having viuque qualifications to
undertake this enterprise. With these leased facilities, the Caddo Lake Institute would establish a
national center for wetlands conservation which would make a major contribution te
conservation efforts in the United States and would also greatly enhance the U.S. contribution to
global conservation in fulfulment of our commitments under the Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands of International Impaortance.

In additinn_ it would establish an outstanding prototype for public-pnvate cunservation
partnerships. [t would allow the Jocal communily to pursue, al the community level, pnoritics
that perallel our globu) cuommitments. The weining academy established on the site would
support this partnership. providing a center for study and research which would also scrve as a
depositary for baseline and trends data on Ramsar sites throughout the United States. The center
would serve as the focal point for national and international meetings about wetland conservation

at the community level.

We anticipate that this regional Ramsar center would become a global model which will be of
interest to the entire Rumsar Convention conununity of 92 nations and would undoubtedly be
replicated in other places in the future.

For all of these reasons. we very much appreciate your efforts to work with the Caddo Lake
Institute in this historic project. If you nced any further information, please don't hesitate to
conwct me or Assisiant Director, Marshall Janes at (202) 208-6393.

Sincerely,
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Caddo Lake Institute leases
1,400 acres from Longhorn
Singer, songwriter Henley, institute

founder, says area “ecological prze”

By John Gordon
Longview News~Joumna) Corraspondent
Nearly 1,400 acres of property
at Longhorn Army Ammunition
Plant at Karnack are bemng
leased to the Caddo Lake Insti.
tute for wetlands research — the
first lease to be negotiated since
the plant began scaling down
because of defense budget cuts.
Musician and environmentalist

Don Henley, who founded the

Caddo Lake Institute, announced
the signing of the 30-year lesse
Saturday in Longview. Henley
said negotiations with the U. S,
Army and the plant's operating
contractar, Thiokal Carp., took
two years. _

“What it amounts to is a 1,400
acre laboratory,” eaid Henley.
“It’s a big outdoar classroom.

Part of the property Lies along

the shores. of Caddo.Lake and -

ncludes the Harrison wmwoc area
and the Starr Ranch recreations]

area.  The plant covers 8,500 .

acres,

The Caddo Lake Institute will |

pay $10,000 per year for limited
use of the property. The organi-

zatian will also have first option

to purchase the property.

Henley said the program will
bring “world-class sdentists” to
study the Caddo Lake ecosystem.

The Caddo Lake Institute also
bopes to build a regional wet-
lands research center within the
See Caddo, 2A
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- Musician and enviranmentalist Don Henley announce

wday a conservation education lease for 1,400 acres
former Longhom Amy Ammunibon Piant at Caddo L
the Caddo Lake Institute, of which Henley is the found,
principal underwriter.
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next five years.

Caddo is one of 14 US. sites
included in the Ramsar listing of
the world’s most important wet-
land areas. :

The Army offered parts of the
Longhorn plant for lease when the
layoff of nearly 1,000 employees
began. The plant, nearly idle
because- of defense cuts, now has
about 46 employees.

“We'd like to see this become an
important place again, but for dif.
ferent reasons,” said Dwight Shell-
man, president of the Caddo Lake

Institute. Shellman negotiated the .

lease agreement.

Other ideas for using the Long- -

horn property have ranged from a
prison to a chicken-processing
plant. The Caddo Lake Institute is
the first to succesafully complete a
lease, but officials said the agree-
ment would not preclude cormmer
cial use of other parts of the
property. ' :

“We're inviting everybody who is
interested in our mission to join

“I'm for it, 100 percent,” gaid
Culver. “This area reminds me a
lot of the Everglades, with the
moss, the cypress trees, the pristine
beauty of the whole lake.” :

—

us,” said Henley. “People from the |

local area, people from all over the
state, people from bther collegea.”

Henley, a native of Linden,
becarne involved in efforts to pre-
serve the lake when the U.S, Army
.Corps of Engineers was studying
the feasibility of building & barge
canal from the Red River through
Caddo Lake. The Daingerfield
Reach project was dropped when
the Corps concluded it would cause
too much environmenta] damage to
the swampy Caddo Lake area.

“We're only just beginning to
understand the importancs of wot-
lands, how important they are as
far as flood control, water absorp-
tion and purification of water,”
said Henley. .

He called a virgin bottomland
‘forest covering more thap 700
acres on the Longhorn property an
“absolute ecological prize.” -

Portions of the Longhorn prop-
erty which are feders] Superfund
cleanup sites are not included in
the lease agreement. The Army is
spending millions of dollars to
clean up waste dumps on the prop-
erty which are contamipated with
toxic chemicals.

Henley said hunting will still be
allowed on the property leased to
the Caddo Lake Institute, and will
remain under control of the Army.
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