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Louisama and this nation are facing a crigs. Despite the best efforts that have been marshdled to deate,
coadtd Louisana is dill disgppearing a an darming rate of more than 25 square miles each year.
Without bold, decisve action Louisana as we now know it--geogrgphicdly, culturdly, and
economicaly may cease to exist in the next 50-100 years. The resulting loss would be incal culable and
would be compounded by the fact that it did not have to be. If the unthinkable should occur it would
not be because we were overtaken by events, but because we did not rise to the chalenge when there
was dill time.

Thereis4ill imeto act but it is running frighteningly short.

Hurricane Georges and our ongoing drought have made it ever clearer that our coastd crisgsis not
merely “an environmenta” problem. Coastd collapse robs us of tax base, sorm protection, private
land rights, wildlife and fisheries habitat, dependable freshwater supplies for drinking and industrid use.
Increasingly business and community leaders in the private sector are recognizing they are a risk.
Banks, utilities, insurance companies and others are joining with the traditional coasta condtituencies to
say that if we do not recognize the role our coastd wetlands, waters, and barrier shordines play in
providing for and protecting our communities, culture, and economy then we cannot adequately justify
the investment that will be needed to save our coadt.

Indeed, the bottom line question is not whether we can afford the projected $14 hillion price tag of
implementing the Coast 2050 plan over the next 20 years, but whether we can afford not to make the
investment. Can we afford the increased storm risks to our communities and the costs of protecting
them? Can we aford higher insurance rates or the progpect that many communities and business will
find themsdves uninsurable? Can we afford to lose the billions of dollars of oil and gas and
transportation infrastructure that is at risk? Can we afford to lose a multi-billion dollar ayear fishery or
the very naturd resources that define our communities and draw billions of tourism dollars to this sate
each year? The answer to these questions must be of course not.

Y et without a definite decison to take the lead in implementing Coast 2050 our answer will be in effect
"yes'. Thisisthe time for a new understanding of what coasta restoration is al about. Thisis the time
for anew commitment to the stewardship of our coast. Thisisthetimefor leadership.

We believe there are three key dements of this “new understanding” and *new commitment”:

1) We must understand the consequences of failing to act.
2) We must have avison of a*“restored” coast and a plan for achieving that vison. The State/Federd



Coast 2050 plan is the best expresson of thisvison and it should be pursued and refined.
3) We mug make commitments to:
Sound management
Public accountability
Adequate funding
Leadership by the State of Louisana

oo oW

Ultimately, the third dement is the most crucid. In the more than 15 years that we have been working
on coadtd issues the most fundamenta lesson we have learned is that if we--the State of Louisiana--do
not take the lead, if we do not demondirate that we take our coastd crisis serioudy then no one ese will
doit for us. Theres of thisnation will not act if we won'.

We cannot afford to wait for the rest of the nation to wake up to our problem before we stir ourselves.
We can and must make our case and lead by example. That means this legidature, our Governor, and
the sundry congtituencies in this state need to pull together to find away to fulfill and expand the promise
of the Coast 2050 plan.

In the near term that would entail severd specific steps:

1. Reform date laws and policies that impede or drive up the cost of coasta restoration
projects. Presently this state does not know what lands and waters it owns and, according
to recent court decision, does not even have the right to cancel or amend oyster leases in
areas that will be affected by restoration projects.

2. Deveop the technica support to better evaluate, design, and monitor coastal projects.

3. Reqguire that al state programs and resources be better coordinated and prioritized to
maximize efficency and accountability and to lessen the likelihood that we are putting
people and infrastructure in harms way or working at counter purposes.

4. Undertake to better ascertain the economic implications of coadta land loss. As long as
coastal restoration work is viewed as an environmental program and not as a broad survivd
campaign, we are destined to fall.



