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A team of collaborating scientists from the Louisana State University Agricultura

Center and the U.S. Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service
isworking on a project to develop better methods for vegetating eroding wetlands. The
team includes plant breeders, biotechnologists, disease and insect experts, soil scientists,
and wetlands ecologigts. Initidly focussng on smooth cordgrass (Spartina alterniflora),
the team is developing genetically improved plants for erasion control use. Concurrently,
improved propagation methods are in development, with the god of expediting the
establishiment of vegetation across large acreage both quickly and economicaly. Towards
this end, a seed-based system for planting the marsh is in development. Ultimatdly, this
approach may alow hundreds of acres aday to be planted by air at afraction of the cost
of current planting practices.



