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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
 

P.O. BOX 60267
 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUIIASNA 70160-0267
 

APRIL 20, 2009
 

Planning, Programs, and 
Project Management Division 
Environmental Planning 
And Compliance Branch 
Attn: CEMVN-PM-RN 

Mr. Scott Hutcheson 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Office of Cultural Development 
Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism 
P.O. Box 4427 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804 

Dear Mr. Hutcheson: 

RE: Small Diversion at Convent/Blind River, St. James, St. John the Baptist and 
Ascension Parishes, Louisiana. 

A small diversion at Convent/Blind River is proposed to reverse the current decline of a portion 
of the Maurepas Swamp area and to prevent the transition of the swamp into marsh and open 
water. This project will work together with the Hope Canal and Amite River Diversion Canal 
modification projects to bring Mississippi River water, sediment and nutrients to the current 
swamp area. Reversing this decline will help to develop more sustainable wetland ecosystem 
which can serve to protect the local environment, economy and culture. In light of Louisiana's 
extreme vulnerability to intense storms this project may also provide some measure of flood 
damage protection. 

The study of the diversion at Convent/Blind River restoration project is evaluating a small 
hydraulic diversion (less than 5,000 cfs) from the Mississippi River into Maurepas Swamp. 
Alternative locations for the proposed control structure in the vicinity of Convent, St. James 
Parish, Louisiana, located at Mississippi River mile 159 are being investigated. The project will 
be for the restoration of a portion of the swamp in the headwaters of the Blind River watershed. 
At this time the project is identifying reasonable alternatives and screening the alternatives 
down to a recommended plan. The Blind River headwaters are located in St. James Parish, 
approximately 23 miles north of the east bank of the Mississippi River at Convent. The Blind 
River flows north then east through Ascension and St. John the Baptist parishes before 
emptying into Lake Maurepas. 

Two maps are attached to this letter. The first is a small scale map showing the Convent/Blind 
River project, area, marked in green, in relation to Hope Canal Diversion project, marked in 
yellow and the Amite River Diversion project marked in Red. The second attachment is a large 
scale map showing only the Convent/Blind River Diversion project area. 
Records the Louisiana Division of Archaeology indicate that six know sites are located within the 
proposed project area. The site forms for these cultural resources are attached to this letter. 



16SJ39, the Romeville/Convent site, a historic period artifact scatter is reported to be mostly 
destroyed and has been recommended as not eligible to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

16AN31, the Monroe Plantation consists in the salve quarters area, sugar house, machine shop, 
cemetery and the big house. This plantation dates to the mid 19th century to the mid 20th 

century. It has not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

16AN39, the site of the fort and town of Galveztown is affiliated with the 18th 
- 19th century 

Spanish, Canary Islanders and French settlers. When last recorded in 1989, there was 
apparently no evidence of standing architecture; however there were numerous surface 
artifacts. According to a local informant the site has eroded 30 ft. into the river. 16AN39 has 
not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

16AN50, the Bayou Conway Site, is a prehistoric period site along Bayou Conway. Artifacts 
from dredge material contained several decorated pot sherds dating to the Troyville-Coles 
Creek periods. 

16SJ20, the Wilton Plantation, is an 18th century plantation near Romeville, Louisiana. Cultural 
features include the slave quarter area, sugar house ruins, a tenant farmer community and the 
ruins of the big house. It has not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

16SJ21, the Helvetia Plantation, is a 19th and 20th century sugar plantation located near 
Romeville, Louisiana. Cultural features present are the sugar mill, two intact slave quarter 
houses, the remains of the big house and two Creole style overseer's houses. It has not been 
evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

In accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.4(a)(3) we request that you review the attached maps and 
identify any cultural properties that may be of interest to the State of Louisiana. If so please 
inform Mr. OeMarcay at (504862-2039. 

Thank you for your help with this project. If you have any questions or require additional 
information, please contact Mr. OeMarcay. 

Sincerely, 

#J!-O~ 
r; Joan Exnicios, Acting 

V Chief, Environmental Planning 
And Compliance Branch 

w/attachments 
cc: John Burns, COM w/attachments 



ALABAMA-COU~HATTA TRIB€ OF T€XA~
 
571 State Park Rd 56 • Livingston, Texas 77351 • (936) 563-1100 

May 8, 2009 

Gary DeMarcay 
U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers 
CEMVN-PM-RN 
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, LA 70160-0267 

Dear Mr. DeMarcay: 

On behalf of ChiefOscola Clayton Sylestine and the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe, our 
appreciation is expressed on your efforts to consult us regarding the Blind River Small 
Diversion Canal in S1. James, S1. John the Baptist, and Ascension Parishes. 

Our Tribe maintains ancestral associations within the state ofLouisiana despite the 
absence of written records to completely identify Tribal activities, villages, trails, or 
grave sites. It is our objective to ensure any significances ofNative American ancestry 
including the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe are administered with the utmost attention. 

Upon review of the April 20, 2009 documents submitted to our Tribe, a determination of 
immediate impact to religious, cultural, or historical assets of the Alabama-Coushatta 
Tribe of Texas could not be ascertained. The proposed location exists in proximity to 
migratory routes and temporary habitation sites utilized by ancestral members of the 
Alabama and Coushatta Tribes. We have no objections to the proceeding of this proposal 
provided precautionary measures are utilized to minimize impacts to ground contents. 

In the event of inadvertent discovery of human remains and/or archaeological artifacts, 
activity in proximity to the location must cease and appropriate authorities, including this 
office, notified without delay. Should you require additional assistance, please do not 
hesitate to contact us. 

Respectfully submitted, 

?JZ f?L--­
Bryant J. Celestine 
Historic Preservation Officer 

Telephone: 936 - 563 - 1181 celestine.bryant@actribe.org Fax: 936 - 563 - 1183 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
 

P.O. BOX 60267
 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70160-0267
 

April 20, 2009
 

Planning, Programs, and 
Project Management Division 
Environmental Planning 
And Compliance Branch 
Attn: CEMVN-PM-RN 

Chairperson LaRue Parker 
Caddo Nation of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 487 
Binger, OK 73009 

Dear Chairperson Parker: 

RE: Small Diversion at Convent/Blind River, St. James, St. John the Baptist and 
Ascension Parishes, Louisiana. 

A copy of this letter and the attachments are being sent to the Caddo Nation of Oklahoma Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officer Mr. Robert Cast. If you wish to view the attachment please contact 
Mr.Cast, or, if you Wish, you may contact Mr. Gary DeMarcay of my staff at (504) 862-2039. 

A small diversion at Convent/Blind River is proposed to reverse the current decline of a portion 
of the Maurepas Swamp area and to prevent the transition of the swamp into marsh and open 
water. This project will work together with the Hope Canal and Amite River Diversion Canal 
modification projects to bring Mississippi River water, sediment and nutrients to the current 
swamp area. Reversing this decline will help to develop more sustainable wetland ecosystem 
which can serve to protect the local environment, economy and culture. In light of Louisiana's 
extreme vulnerability to intense storms this project may also provide some measure of flood 
damage protection. 

The stUdy of the diversion at Convent/Blind River restoration project is evaluating a small 
hydraulic diversion (less than 5,000 cfs) from the Mississippi River into Maurepas Swamp. 
Alternative locations for the proposed control structure in the vicinity of Convent, St. James 
Parish, Louisiana, located at Mississippi River mile 159 are being investigated. The project will 
be for the restoration of a portion of the swamp in the headwaters of the Blind River watershed. 
At this time the project is identifying reasonable alternatives and screening the alternatives 
down to a recommended plan. The Blind River headwaters are located in St. James Parish, 
approximately 23 miles north of the east bank of the Mississippi River at Convent. The Blind 
River flows north then east through Ascension and S1. John the Baptist parishes before 
emptying into Lake Maurepas. 

Two maps are attached to this letter. The first is a small scale map showing the Convent/Blind 
River project, area, marked in green, in relation to Hope Canal Diversion project, marked in 
yellow and the Amite River Diversion project marked in Red. The second attachment is a large 
scale map showing only the Convent/Blind River Diversion project area. 



fecords the Louisiana Division of Archaeology indicate that six know sites are located within the 
proposed project area. The site forms for these cultural resources are attached to this letter. 

116SJ39' the Romeville/Convent site, a historic period artifact scatter is reported to be mostly 
rdestroyed and has been recommended as not eligible to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

16AN31, the Monroe Plantation consists in the salve quarters area, sugar house, machine shop, 
cemetery and the big house. This plantation dates to the mid 19th century to the mid 20th 

century. It has not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

16AN39, the site of the fort and town of Galveztown is affiliated with the 18th 
- 19th century 

Spanish, Canary Islanders and French settlers. When last recorded in 1989, there was 
apparently no evidence of standing architecture; however there were numerous surface 
artifacts. According to a local informant the site has eroded 30 ft. into the river. 16AN39 has 
not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

16AN50, the Bayou Conway Site, is a prehistoric period site alOng Bayou Conway. Artifacts 
from dredge material contained several decorated pot sherds dating to the Troyville-Coles 
Creek periods. 

16SJ20, the Wilton Plantation, is an 18th century plantation near Romeville, Louisiana. Cultural 
features include the slave quarter area, sugar house ruins, a tenant farmer community and the 
ruins of the big house. It has not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

16SJ21, the Helvetia Plantation, is a 19th and 20th century sugar plantation located near 
Romeville, Louisiana. Cultural features present are the sugar mill, two intact slave quarter 
houses, the remains of the big house and two Creole style overseer's houses. It has not been 
evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

In accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.4(a)(4) we request that you review the attached maps and 
identify any cultural properties that may be of interest to the Caddo Nation of Oklahoma. If so 
please inform either the Louisiana State Historic Preservation Office at (225) 342-8170 or Mr. 
DeMarcay at the number above. 

Thank you for your help with this project. If you have any questions or require additional 
information, please contact Mr. DeMarcay. 

Sincerely, 

Joan Exnicios, Acting 
Chief, Environmental Planning 
And Compliance Branch 



cc:	 Robert Cast, Historic Preservation Officer 
w/attachments 
John Burns, CDM w/attachments 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
 

P.O. BOX 60267
 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70160-0267
 

April 20, 2009
 

Planning, Programs, and 
Project Management Division 
Environmental Planning 
And Compliance Branch 
Attn: CEMVN-PM-RN 

Chairman Lonnie L. Martin 
Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana 
P.O. Box 661 
Charenton, LA 70523 

Dear Chairman Martin: 

RE: Small Diversion at Convent/Blind River, St. James, St. John the Baptist and 
Ascension Parishes, Louisiana. 

A copy of this letter and the attachments are being sent to the Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana 
Cultural Director Ms. Kimberly Walden. If you wish to view the attachment please contact Ms. 
Walden, or, if you wish, you may contact Mr. Gary DeMarcay of my staff at (504) 862-2039. 

A small diversion at Convent/Blind River is proposed to reverse the current decline of a portion 
of the Maurepas Swamp area and to prevent the transition of the swamp into marsh and open 
water. This project will work together with the Hope Canal and Amite River Diversion Canal 
modification projects to bring Mississippi River water, sediment and nutrients to the current 
swamp area. Reversing this decline will help to develop more sustainable wetland ecosystem 
which can serve to protect the local environment, economy and culture. In light of Louisiana's 
extreme vulnerability to intense storms this project may also provide some measure of flood 
damage protection. 

The study of the diversion at Convent/Blind River restoration project is evaluating a small 
hydraulic diversion (less than 5,000 cfs) from the Mississippi River into Maurepas Swamp. 
Alternative locations for the proposed control structure in the vicinity of Convent, St. James 
Parish, Louisiana, located at Mississippi River mile 159 are being investigated. The project will 
be for the restoration of a portion of the swamp in the headwaters of the Blind River watershed. 
At this time the project is identifying reasonable alternatives and screening the alternatives 
down to a recommended plan. The Blind River headwaters are located in St. James Parish, 
approximately 23 miles north of the east bank of the Mississippi River at Convent. The Blind 
River flows north then east through Ascension and St. John the Baptist parishes before 
emptying into Lake Maurepas. 

Two maps are attached to this letter. The first is a small scale map showing the Convent/Blind 
River project, area, marked in green, in relation to Hope Canal Diversion project, marked in 
yellow and the Amite River Diversion project marked in Red. The second attachment is a large 
scale map showing only the Convent/Blind River Diversion project area. 



Records the Louisiana Division of Archaeology indicate that six know sites are located within the 
proposed project area. The site forms for these cultural resources are attached to this letter. 

16SJ39, the Romeville/Convent site, a historic period artifact scatter is reported to be mostly 
destroyed and has been recommended as not eligible to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

16AN31, the Monroe Plantation consists in the salve quarters area, sugar house, machine shop, 
cemetery and the big house. This plantation dates to the mid 19th century to the mid 20th 

century. It has not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

16AN39, the site of the fort and town of Galveztown is affiliated with the 18th 
- 19th century 

Spanish, Canary Islanders and French settlers. When last recorded in 1989, there was 
apparently no evidence of standing architecture; however there were numerous surface 
artifacts. According to a local informant the site has eroded 30 ft. into the river. 16AN39 has 
not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

16AN50, the Bayou Conway Site, is a prehistoric period site along Bayou Conway. Artifacts 
from dredge material contained several decorated pot sherds dating to the Troyville-Coles 
Creek periods. 

16SJ20, the Wilton Plantation, is an 18th century plantation near Romeville, Louisiana. Cultural 
features include the slave quarter area, sugar house ruins, a tenant farmer community and the 
ruins of the big house. It has not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

16SJ21, the Helvetia Plantation, is a 19th and 20th century sugar plantation located near 
Romeville, Louisiana. Cultural features present are the sugar mill, two intact slave quarter 
houses, the remains of the big house and two Creole style overseer's houses. It has not been 
evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

In accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.4(a)(4) we request that you review the attached maps and 
identify any cultural properties that may be of interest to the Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana. If so 
please inform either the Louisiana State Historic Preservation Office at (225) 342-8170 or Mr. 
DeMarcay at the number above. 

Thank you for your help with this project. If you have any questions or require additional 
information, please contact Mr. DeMarcay. 

Sincerely, 

&/&J 
Joan Exnicios, Acting 
Chief, Environmental Planning 
And Compliance Branch 



cc: Kimberly S. Walden, Cultural Director w/attachments 
John Burns, COM w/attachments 



 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
 

P.O. BOX 60267
 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70160-0267
 

April 20, 2009 

Planning, Programs, and 
Project Management Division 
Environmental Planning 
And Compliance Branch 
Attn: CEMVN-PM-RN 

Chief Gregory E. Pyle 
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box Drawer 1210 
Durant, OK 74701 

Dear Chief Pyle: 

RE: Small Diversion at Convent/Blind River, St. James, St. John the Baptist and 
Ascension Parishes, Louisiana. 

A copy of this letter and the attachments are being sent to the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer Mr. Terry Cole. If you wish to view the attachment please 
contact Mr. Cole, or, if you wish, you may contact Mr. Gary DeMarcay of my staff at (504) 862­
2039. 

A small diversion at Convent/Blind River is proposed to reverse the current decline of a portion 
of the Maurepas Swamp area and to prevent the transition of the swamp into marsh and open 
water. This project will work together with the Hope Canal and Amite River Diversion Canal 
modification projects to bring Mississippi River water, sediment and nutrients to the current 
swamp area. Reversing this decline will help to develop more sustainable wetland ecosystem 
which can serve to protect the local environment, economy and culture. In light of Louisiana's 
extreme vulnerability to intense storms this project may also provide some measure of flood 
damage protection. 

The study of the diversion at Convent/Blind River restoration project is evaluating a small 
hydraulic diversion (less than 5,000 cfs) from the Mississippi River into Maurepas Swamp. 
Alternative locations for the proposed control structure in the vicinity of Convent, St. James 
Parish, Louisiana, located at Mississippi River mile 159 are being investigated. The project will 
be for the restoration of a portion of the swamp in the headwaters of the Blind River watershed. 
At this time the project is identifying reasonable alternatives and screening the alternatives 
down to a recommended plan. The Blind River headwaters are located in St. James Parish, 
approximately 23 miles north of the east bank of the Mississippi River at Convent. The Blind 
River flows north then east through Ascension and St. John the Baptist parishes before 
emptying into Lake Maurepas. 

Two maps are attached to this letter. The first is a small scale map showing the Convent/Blind 
River project, area, marked in green, in relation to Hope Canal Diversion project, marked in 
yellow and the Amite River Diversion project marked in Red. The second attachment is a large 
scale map showing only the Convent/Blind River Diversion project area. 



Records the Louisiana Division of Archaeology indicate that six know sites are located within the 
proposed project area. The site forms for these cultural resources are attached to this letter. 

16SJ39, the Romeville/Convent site, a historic period artifact scatter is reported to be mostly 
destroyed and has been recommended as not eligible to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

16AN31, the Monroe Plantation consists in the salve quarters area, sugar house, machine shop, 
cemetery and the big house. This plantation dates to the mid 19th century to the mid 20th 

century. It has not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

16AN39, the site of the fort and town of Galveztown is affiliated with the 18th 
- 19th century 

Spanish, Canary Islanders and French settlers. When last recorded in 1989, there was 
apparently no evidence of standing architecture; however there were numerous surface 
artifacts. According to a local informant the site has eroded 30 ft. into the river. 16AN39 has 
not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

16AN50, the Bayou Conway Site, is a prehistoric period site along Bayou Conway. Artifacts 
from dredge material contained several decorated pot sherds dating to the Troyville-Coles 
Creek periods. 

16SJ20, the Wilton Plantation, is an 18th century plantation near Romeville, Louisiana. Cultural 
features include the slave quarter area, sugar house ruins, a tenant farmer community and the 
ruins of the big house. It has not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

16SJ21, the Helvetia Plantation, is a 19th and 20th century sugar plantation located near 
Romeville, Louisiana. Cultural features present are the sugar mill, two intact slave quarter 
houses, the remains of the big house and two Creole style overseer's houses. It has not been 
evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

In accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.4(a)(4) we request that you review the attached maps and 
identify any cultural properties that may be of interest to the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma. If so 
please inform either the Louisiana State Historic Preservation Office at (225) 342-8170 or Mr. 
DeMarcay at the number above. 

Thank you for your help with this project. If you have any questions or require additional 
information, please contact Mr. DeMarcay. 

Sincerely, 

.A/cJ~ 
); Joan Exnicios, Acting 

~ / Chief, Environmental Planning 
And Compliance Branch 



cc: Terry O. Cole, OirectorfTHPO w/attachments 
John Burns, COM w/attachments 



 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
 

P.O. BOX 60267
 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70160-0267
 

April 20, 2009
 

Planning, Programs, and 
Project Management Division 
Environmental Planning 
And Compliance Branch 
Attn: CEMVN-PM-RN 

Chief Kevin Sickey 
Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana 
P.O. Box 818 
Elton, LA 70532 

Dear Chief Sickey: 

RE: Small Diversion at Convent/Blind River, St. James, St. John the Baptist and 
Ascension Parishes, Louisiana. 

A copy of this letter and the attachments are being sent to the COUShatta Tribe of Louisiana 
Cultural Contacts Bertney and Linda Langely. If you wish to view the attachment please contact 
Mr. or Ms. Langely, or, jf you wish, you may contact Mr. Gary DeMarcay of my staff at (504) 
862-2039. 

A small diversion at Convent/Blind River is proposed to reverse the current decline of a portion 
of the Maurepas Swamp area and to prevent the transition of the swamp into marsh and open 
water. This project will work together with the Hope Canal and Amite River Diversion Canal 
modification projects to bring Mississippi River water, sediment and nutrients to the current 
swamp area. Reversing this decline will help to develop more sustainable wetland ecosystem 
which can serve to protect the local environment, economy and culture. In light of Louisiana's 
extreme vulnerability to intense storms this project may also provide some measure of flood 
damage protection. 

The study of the diversion at Convent/Blind River restoration project is evaluating a small 
hydraulic diversion (less than 5,000 cfs) from the Mississippi River into Maurepas Swamp. 
Alternative locations for the proposed control structure in the vicinity of Convent, St. James 
Parish, Louisiana, located at Mississippi River mile 159 are being investigated. The project will 
be for the restoration of a portion of the swamp in the headwaters of the Blind River watershed. 
At this time the project is identifying reasonable alternatives and screening the alternatives 
down to a recommended plan. The Blind River headwaters are located in St. James Parish, 
approximately 23 miles north of the east bank of the Mississippi River at Convent. The Blind 
River flows north then east through Ascension and St. John the Baptist parishes before 
emptying into Lake Maurepas. 

Two maps are attached to this letter. The first is a small scale map showing the Convent/Blind 
River project, area, marked in green, in relation to Hope Canal Diversion project, marked in 
yellow and the Amite River Diversion project marked in Red. The second attachment is a large 
scale map showing only the Convent/Blind River Diversion project area. 



Records the Louisiana Division of Archaeology indicate that six know sites are located within the 
proposed project area. The site forms for these cultural resources are attached to this letter. 

16SJ39, the Romeville/Convent site, a historic period artifact scatter is reported to be mostly 
destroyed and has been recommended as not eligible to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

16AN31, the Monroe Plantation consists in the salve quarters area, sugar house, machine shop, 
cemetery and the big house. This plantation dates to the mid 19th century to the mid 20th 

century. It has not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

16AN39, the site of the fort and town of Galveztown is affiliated with the 18th 
- 19th century 

Spanish, Canary Islanders and French settlers. When last recorded in 1989, there was 
apparently no evidence of standing architecture; however there were numerous surface 
artifacts. According to a local informant the site has eroded 30 ft. into the river. 16AN39 has 
not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

16AN50, the Bayou Conway Site, is a prehistoric period site along Bayou Conway. Artifacts 
from dredge material contained several decorated pot sherds dating to the Troyville-Coles 
Creek periods. 

16SJ20, the Wilton Plantation, is an 18th century plantation near Romeville, Louisiana. Cultural 
features include the slave quarter area, sugar house ruins, a tenant farmer community and the 
ruins of the big house. It has not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

16SJ21, the Helvetia Plantation, is a 19th and 20th century sugar plantation located near 
Romeville, Louisiana. Cultural features present are the sugar mill, two intact slave quarter 
houses, the remains of the big house and two Creole style overseer's houses. It has not been 
evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

In accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.4(a)(4) we request that you review the attached maps and 
identify any cultural properties that may be of interest to the Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana. If so 
please inform either the Louisiana State Historic Preservation Office at (225) 342-8170 or Mr. 
DeMarcay at the number above. 

Thank you for your help with this project. If you have any questions or require additional 
information, please contact Mr. DeMarcay. 

Sincerely, 

J', Joan Exnicios, Acting 
lJ1"1 Chief, Environmental Planning 

And Compliance Branch 



cc: Bertney and Linda Langley, Cultural Contacts 
w/attachments
 
John Burns, COM w/attachments
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
 

P.O. BOX 60267
 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70160-0267
 

April 20, 2009
 

Planning, Programs, and 
Project Management Division 
Environmental Planning 
And Compliance Branch 
Attn: CEMVN-PM-RN 

Principal Chief Christine Norris 
Jena Band of the Choctaw Indians 
P.O. Box 14 
Jena, LA 71342 

Dear Chief Norris: 

RE: Small Diversion at Convent/Blind River, St. James, St. John the Baptist and 
Ascension Parishes, Louisiana. 

A copy of this letter and the attachments are being sent to the Jena Band of Choctaw Indians 
Environmental Director Ms. Lillie McCormick. If you wish to view the attachment please contact 
Ms. McCormick, or, if you wish, you may contact Mr. Gary DeMarcay of my staff at (504) 862­
2039. 

A small diversion at ConvenUBlind River is proposed to reverse the current decline of a portion 
of the Maurepas Swamp area and to prevent the transition of the swamp into marsh and open 
water. This project will work together with the Hope Canal and Amite River Diversion Canal 
modification projects to bring Mississippi River water, sediment and nutrients to the current 
swamp area. Reversing this decline will help to develop more sustainable wetland ecosystem 
which can serve to protect the local environment, economy and culture. In light of Louisiana's 
extreme vUlnerability to intense storms this project may also provide some measure of flood 
damage protection. 

The study of the diversion at Convent/Blind River restoration project is evaluating a small 
hydraulic diversion (less than 5,000 cfs) from the Mississippi River into Maurepas Swamp. 
Alternative locations for the proposed control structure in the vicinity of Convent, St. James 
Parish, Louisiana, located at Mississippi River mile 159 are being investigated. The project will 
be for the restoration of a portion of the swamp in the headwaters of the Blind River watershed. 
At this time the project is identifying reasonable alternatives and screening the alternatives 
down to a recommended plan. The Blind River headwaters are located in St. James Parish, 
approximately 23 miles north of the east bank of the Mississippi River at Convent. The Blind 
River flows north then east through Ascension and St. John the Baptist parishes before 
emptying into Lake Maurepas. 

Two maps are attached to this letter. The first is a small scale map showing the ConvenUBlind 
River project, area, marked in green, in relation to Hope Canal Diversion project, marked in 
yellow and the Amite River Diversion project marked in Red. The second attachment is a large 
scale map showing only the ConvenUBlind River Diversion project area. 



Records the Louisiana Division of Archaeology indicate that six know sites are located within the 
proposed project area. The site forms for these cultural resources are attached to this letter. 

16SJ39, the Romeville/Convent site, a historic period artifact scatter is reported to be mostly 
destroyed and has been recommended as not eligible to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

16AN31, the Monroe Plantation consists in the salve quarters area, sugar house, machine shop, 
cemetery and the big house. This plantation dates to the mid 19th century to the mid 20th 

century. It has not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

16AN39, the site of the fort and town of Galveztown is affiliated with the 18th 
- 19th century 

Spanish, Canary Islanders and French settlers. When last recorded in 1989, there was 
apparently no evidence of standing architecture; however there were numerous surface 
artifacts. According to a local informant the site has eroded 30 ft. into the river. 16AN39 has 
not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

16AN50, the Bayou Conway Site, is a prehistoric period site along Bayou Conway. Artifacts 
from dredge material contained several decorated pot sherds dating to the Troyville-Coles 
Creek periods. 

16SJ20, the Wilton Plantation, is an 18th century plantation near Romeville, Louisiana. Cultural 
features include the slave quarter area, sugar house ruins, a tenant farmer community and the 
ruins of the big house. It has not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

16SJ21, the Helvetia Plantation, is a 19th and 20th century sugar plantation located near 
Romeville, Louisiana. Cultural features present are the sugar mill, two intact slave quarter 
houses, the remains of the big house and two Creole style overseer's houses. It has not been 
evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

In accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.4(a)(4) we request that you review the attached maps and 
identify any cultural properties that may be of interest to the Jena Band of Choctaw Indians. If 
so please inform either the Louisiana State Historic Preservation Office at (225) 342-8170 or Mr. 
DeMarcay at the number above. 

Thank you for your help with this project. If you have any questions or reqUire additional 
information, please contact Mr. DeMarcay. 

Sincerely, 

r Joan Exnicios, Acting 
". Chief, Environmental Planning 

And Compliance Branch 



Cc:	 Lillie McCormick, Environmental Director 
w/attachments 
John Burns, CDM w/attachments 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
 

P.O. BOX 60267
 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70160-0267
 

APRIL 20,2009
 

Planning, Programs, and 
Project Management Division 
Environmental Planning 
And Compliance Branch 
Attn: CEMVN-PM-RN 

Chief Beasley Denson 
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians 
P.O. Box 6257 
Choctaw, MS 39350 

Dear Chief Denson: 

RE: Small Diversion at Convent/Blind River, St. James, St. John the Baptist and 
Ascension Parishes, Louisiana. 

A copy of this letter and the attachments are being sent to the Mississippi Band of Choctaw 
Indians Tribal Historic Preservation Officer Mr. Kenneth Carleton. If you wish to view the 
attachment please contact Mr. Carleton, or, if you wish, you may contact Mr. Gary DeMarcay of 
my staff at (504) 862-2039. 

A small diversion at ConvenUBlind River is proposed to reverse the current decline of a portion 
of the Maurepas Swamp area and to prevent the transition of the swamp into marsh and open 
water. This project will work together with the Hope Canal and Amite River Diversion Canal 
modification projects to bring Mississippi River water, sediment and nutrients to the current 
swamp area. Reversing this decline will help to develop more sustainable wetland ecosystem 
which can serve to protect the local environment, economy and culture. In light of Louisiana's 
extreme vulnerability to intense storms this project may also provide some measure of flood 
damage protection. 

The study of the diversion at ConvenUBlind River restoration project is evaluating a small 
hydraulic diversion (less than 5,000 cfs) from the Mississippi River into Maurepas Swamp. 
Alternative locations for the proposed control structure in the vicinity of Convent, St. James 
Parish, Louisiana, located at Mississippi River mile 159 are being investigated. The project will 
be for the restoration of a portion of the swamp in the headwaters of the Blind River watershed. 
At this time the project is identifying reasonable alternatives and screening the alternatives 
down to a recommended plan. The Blind River headwaters are located in St. James Parish, 
approximately 23 miles north of the east bank of the Mississippi River at Convent. The Blind 
River flows north then east through Ascension and St. John the Baptist parishes before 
emptying into Lake Maurepas. 

Two maps are attached to this letter. The first is a small scale map showing the ConvenUBlind 
River project, area, marked in green, in relation to Hope Canal Diversion project, marked in 
yellow and the Amite River Diversion project marked in Red. The second attachment is a large 
scale map showing only the ConvenUBlind River Diversion project area. 



Records the Louisiana Division of Archaeology indicate that six know sites are located within the 
proposed project area. The site forms for these cultural resources are attached to this letter. 

16SJ39, the Romevilie/Convent site, a historic period artifact scatter is reported to be mostly 
destroyed and has been recommended as not eligible to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

16AN31, the Monroe Plantation consists in the salve quarters area, sugar house, machine shop, 
cemetery and the big house. This plantation dates to the mid 19th century to the mid 20th 

century. It has not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

16AN39, the site of the fort and town of Galveztown is affiliated with the 18th 
- 19th century 

Spanish, Canary Islanders and French settlers. When last recorded in 1989, there was 
apparently no evidence of standing architecture; however there were numerous surface 
artifacts. According to a local informant the site has eroded 30 ft. into the river. 16AN39 has 
not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

16AN50, the Bayou Conway Site, is a prehistoric period site along Bayou Conway. Artifacts 
from dredge material contained several decorated pot sherds dating to the Troyville-Coles 
Creek periods. 

16SJ20, the Wilton Plantation, is an 18th century plantation near Romeville, Louisiana. Cultural 
features include the slave quarter area, sugar house ruins, a tenant farmer community and the 
ruins of the big house. It has not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

16SJ21, the Helvetia Plantation, is a 19th and 20th century sugar plantation located near 
Romeville, Louisiana. Cultural features present are the sugar mill, two intact slave quarter 
houses, the remains of the big house and two Creole style overseer's houses. It has not been 
evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

In accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.4(a)(4) we request that you review the attached maps and 
identify any cultural properties that may be of interest to the Mississippi Band of Choctaw 
Indians. If so please inform either the Louisiana State Historic Preservation Office at (225) 342­
8170 or Mr. DeMarcay at the number above. 

Thank you for your help with this project. If you have any questions or require additional 
information, please contact Mr. DeMarcay. 

Sincerely, 

~Jf\	 Joan Exnicios, Acting 
Chief, Environmental Planning 
And Compliance Branch 



cc: Kenneth H. Carleton, Historic Preservation Officer 
w/attachments
 
John Burns, COM w/attachments
 



 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
 

P.O. BOX 60267
 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70160-0267
 

April 20. 2009
 

Planning, Programs, and 
Project Management Division 
Environmental Planning 
And Compliance Branch 
Attn: CEMVN-PM-RN 

Chairman John Berrey 
Quapaw Tribe of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 765 
Quapaw, OK 74363 

Dear Chairman Berrey: 

RE: Small Diversion at Convent/Blind River, St. James, St. John the Baptist and 
Ascension Parishes, louisiana. 

A copy of this letter and the attachments are being sent to the Quapaw Tribe of Oklahoma 
Historic Preservation Officer, Ms. Carrie Wilson. If you wish to view the attachment please 
contact Ms.Wilson, or, if you wish, you may contact Mr. Gary DeMarcay of my staff at (504) 
862-2039. 

A small diversion at Convent/Blind River is proposed to reverse the current decline of a portion 
of the Maurepas Swamp area and to prevent the transition of the swamp into marsh and open 
water. This project will work together with the Hope Canal and Amite River Diversion Canal 
modification projects to bring Mississippi River water, sediment and nutrients to the current 
swamp area. Reversing this decline will help to develop more sustainable wetland ecosystem 
which can serve to protect the local environment, economy and culture. In light of Louisiana's 
extreme vulnerability to intense storms this project may also provide some measure of flood 
damage protection. 

The study of the diversion at Convent/Blind River restoration project is evaluating a small 
hydraulic diversion (less than 5,000 cfs) from the Mississippi River into Maurepas Swamp. 
Alternative locations for the proposed control structure in the vicinity of Convent, St. James 
Parish, Louisiana, located at Mississippi River mile 159 are being investigated. The project will 
be for the restoration of a portion of the swamp in the headwaters of the Blind River watershed. 
At this time the project is identifying reasonable alternatives and screening the alternatives 
down to a recommended plan. The Blind River headwaters are located in St. James Parish, 
approximately 23 miles north of the east bank of the Mississippi River at Convent. The Blind 
River flows north then east through Ascension and St. John the Baptist parishes before 
emptying into Lake Maurepas. 

Two maps are attached to this letter. The first is a small scale map showing the Convent/Blind 
River project, area, marked in green, in relation to Hope Canal Diversion project, marked in 
yellow and the Amite River Diversion project marked in Red. The second attachment is a large 
scale map showing only the Convent/Blind River Diversion project area. 



Records the Louisiana Division of Archaeology indicate that six know sites are located within the 
proposed project area. The site forms for these cultural resources are attached to this letter. 

16SJ39, the Romeville/Convent site, a historic period artifact scatter is reported to be mostly 
destroyed and has been recommended as not eligible to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

16AN31, the Monroe Plantation consists in the salve quarters area, sugar house, machine shop, 
cemetery and the big house. This plantation dates to the mid 19th century to the mid 20th 

century. It has not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

16AN39, the site of the fort and town of Galveztown is affiliated with the 18th 
- 19th century 

Spanish, Canary Islanders and French settlers. When last recorded in 1989, there was 
apparently no evidence of standing architecture; however there were numerous surface 
artifacts. According to a local informant the site has eroded 30 ft. into the river. 16AN39 has 
not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

16AN50, the Bayou Conway Site, is a prehistoric period site along Bayou Conway. Artifacts 
from dredge material contained several decorated pot sherds dating to the Troyville-Coles 
Creek periods. 

16SJ20, the Wilton Plantation, is an 18th century plantation near Romeville, Louisiana. Cultural 
features include the slave quarter area, sugar house ruins, a tenant farmer community and the 
ruins of the big house. It has not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

16SJ21, the Helvetia Plantation, is a 19th and 20th century sugar plantation located near 
Romeville, Louisiana. Cultural features present are the sugar mill, two intact slave quarter 
houses, the remains of the big house and two Creole style overseer's houses. It has not been 
evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

In accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.4(a)(4) we request that you review the attached maps and 
identify any cultural properties that may be of interest to the Quapaw Tribe of Oklahoma. If so 
please inform either the Louisiana State Historic Preservation Office at (225) 342-8170 or Mr. 
DeMarcay at the number above. 

Thank you for your help with this project. If you have any questions or require additional 
information, please contact Mr. DeMarcay. 

Sincerely, 

~-V~ 
Joan Exnicios, Acting 

~/7 Chief, Environmental Planning 
And Compliance Branch 



cc:	 Carrie V. Wilson, Historic Preservation Officer 
w/attachments 
John Burns, COM w/attachments 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
 

P.O. BOX 60267
 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70160·0267
 

April 20, 2009 

Planning, Programs, and 
Project Management Division 
Environmental Planning 
And Compliance Branch 
Attn: CEMVN-PM-RN 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
Seminole Tribe of Florida 
6300 Sterling Rd. 
Hollywood, FL 33024 

Dear Chairman Cypress: 

RE: Small Diversion at Convent/Blind River, St. James, St. John the Baptist and 
Ascension Parishes, Louisiana. 

A copy of this letter and the attachments are being sent to the Seminole Tribe of Florida Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officer Mr. Willard Steele and the Compliance Review supervisor Ms. 
Dawn Hutchins. If you wish to view the attachment please contact Mr. Steele or Ms. Hutchins, 
or, if you wish, you may contact Mr. Gary DeMarcay of my staff at (504) 862-2039. 

A small diversion at ConvenUBlind River is proposed to reverse the current decline of a portion 
of the Maurepas Swamp area and to prevent the transition of the swamp into marsh and open 
water. This project will work together with the Hope Canal and Amite River Diversion Canal 
modification projects to bring Mississippi River water, sediment and nutrients to the current 
swamp area. Reversing this decline will help to develop more sustainable wetland ecosystem 
which can serve to protect the local environment, economy and culture. In light of Louisiana's 
extreme vulnerability to intense storms this project may also provide some measure of flood 
damage protection. 

The study of the diversion at ConvenUBlind River restoration project is evaluating a small 
hydraulic diversion (less than 5,000 cfs) from the Mississippi River into Maurepas Swamp. 
Alternative locations for the proposed control structure in the vicinity of Convent, St. James 
Parish, Louisiana, located at Mississippi River mile 159 are being investigated. The project will 
be for the restoration of a portion of the swamp in the headwaters of the Blind River watershed. 
At this time the project is identifying reasonable alternatives and screening the alternatives 
down to a recommended plan. The Blind River headwaters are located in St. James Parish, 
approximately 23 miles north of the east bank of the Mississippi River at Convent. The Blind 
River flows north then east through Ascension and St. John the Baptist parishes before 
emptying into Lake Maurepas. 

Two maps are attached to this letter. The first is a small scale map showing the ConvenUBlind 
River project, area, marked in green, in relation to Hope Canal Diversion project, marked in 
yellow and the Amite River Diversion project marked in Red. The second attachment is a large 
scale map showing only the ConvenUBlind River Diversion project area. 



Records the Louisiana Division of Archaeology indicate that six know sites are located within the 
proposed project area. The site forms for these cultural resources are attached to this letter. 

16SJ39, the Romevilie/Convent site, a historic period artifact scatter is reported to be mostly 
destroyed and has been recommended as r)ot eligible to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

16AN31, the Monroe Plantation consists in the salve quarters area, sugar house, machine shop, 
cemetery and the big house. This plantation dates to the mid 19th century to the mid 20th 

century. It has not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

16AN39, the site of the fort and town of Galveztown is affiliated with the 18th 
- 19th century 

Spanish, Canary Islanders and French settlers. When last recorded in 1989, there was 
apparently no evidence of standing architecture; however there were numerous surface 
artifacts. According to a local informant the site has eroded 30 ft. into the river. 16AN39 has 
not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

16AN50, the Bayou Conway Site, is a prehistoric period site along Bayou Conway. Artifacts 
from dredge material contained several decorated pot sherds dating to the Troyville-Coles 
Creek periods. 

16SJ20, the Wilton Plantation, is an 18th century plantation near Romeville, Louisiana. Cultural 
features include the slave quarter area, sugar house ruins, a tenant farmer community and the 
ruins of the big house. It has not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

16SJ21, the Helvetia Plantation, is a 19th and 20th century sugar plantation located near 
Romeville, Louisiana. Cultural features present are the sugar mill, two intact slave quarter 
houses, the remains of the big house and two Creole style overseer's houses. It has not been 
evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

In accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.4(a)(4) we request that you review the attached maps and 
identify any cultural properties that may be of interest to the Seminole Tribe of Florida. If so 
please inform either the Louisiana State Historic Preservation Office at (225) 342-8170 or Mr. 
DeMarcay at the number above. 

Thank you for your help with this project. If you have any questions or require additional 
information, please contact Mr. DeMarcay. 

Sincerely, 

f'. Joan Exnicios, Acting 
It- Chief, Environmental Planning 

And Compliance Branch 



cc:	 Willard S. Steele, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Dawn Hutchins, Compliance Review Supervisor 
w/attachments 

John Burns, COM w/attachments 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

• 

NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
P.O. BOX 60267 

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70160-0267 

April 20, 2009 

Planning, Programs, and 
Project Management Division 
Environmental Planning 
And Compliance Branch 
Attn: CEMVN-PM-RN 

Principal Chief Enoch Kelley Haney 
Seminole Nation of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 1498 
Wewoka, OK 74884 

Dear Chief Haney: 

RE: Small Diversion at Convent/Blind River, St. James, St. John the Baptist and 
Ascension Parishes, Louisiana. 

A copy of this letter and the attachments are being sent to the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer Ms. Natalie Deere. If you wish to view the attachment please 
contact Ms. Deere, or, if you wish, you may contact Mr. Gary DeMarcay of my staff at (504) 
862-2039. 

A small diversion at Convent/Blind River is proposed to reverse the current decline of a portion 
of the Maurepas Swamp area and to prevent the transition of the swamp into marsh and open 
water. This project will work together with the Hope Canal and Amite River Diversion Canal 
modification projects to bring Mississippi River water, sediment and nutrients to the current 
swamp area. Reversing this decline will help to develop more sustainable wetland ecosystem 
which can serve to protect the local environment, economy and culture. In light of Louisiana's 
extreme vulnerability to intense storms this project may also provide some measure of flood 
damage protection. 

The study of the diversion at Convent/Blind River restoration project is evaluating a small 
hydraulic diversion (less than 5,000 cfs) from the Mississippi River into Maurepas Swamp. 
Alternative locations for the proposed control structure in the vicinity of Convent, St. James 
Parish, Louisiana. located at Mississippi River mile 159 are being investigated. The project will 
be for the restoration of a portion of the swamp in the headwaters of the Blind River watershed. 
At this time the project is identifying reasonable alternatives and screening the alternatives 
down to a recommended plan. The Blind River headwaters are located in St. James Parish, 
approximately 23 miles north of the east bank of the Mississippi River at Convent. The Blind 
River flows north then east through Ascension and St. John the Baptist parishes before 
emptying into Lake Maurepas. 

Two maps are attached to this letter. The first is a small scale map showing the Convent/Blind 
River project, area, marked in green, in relation to Hope Canal Diversion project, marked in 
yellow and the Amite River Diversion project marked in Red. The second attachment is a large 
scale map showing only the Convent/Blind River Diversion project area. 



Records the Louisiana Division of Archaeology indicate that six know sites are located within the 
proposed project area. The site forms for these cultural resources are attached to this letter. 

16SJ39, the Romevilie/Convent site, a historic period artifact scatter is reported to be mostly 
destroyed and has been recommended as not eligible to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

16AN31, the Monroe Plantation consists in the salve quarters area, sugar house, machine shop, 
cemetery and the big house. This plantation dates to the mid 19th century to the mid 20th 

century. It has not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

16AN39, the site of the fort and town of Galveztown is affiliated with the 18th 
- 19th century 

Spanish, Canary Islanders and French settlers. When last recorded in 1989, there was 
apparently no evidence of standing architecture; however there were numerous surface 
artifacts. According to a local informant the site has eroded 30 ft. into the river. 16AN39 has 
not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

16AN50, the Bayou Conway Site, is a prehistoric period site along Bayou Conway. Artifacts 
from dredge material contained several decorated pot sherds dating to the Troyville-Coles 
Creek periods. 

16SJ20, the Wilton Plantation, is an 18th century plantation near Romeville, Louisiana. Cultural 
features include the slave quarter area, sugar house ruins, a tenant farmer community and the 
ruins of the big house. It has not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

16SJ21, the Helvetia Plantation, is a 19th and 20th century sugar plantation located near 
Romeville, Louisiana. Cultural features present are the sugar mill, two intact slave quarter 
houses, the remains of the big house and two Creole style overseer's houses. It has not been 
evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

In accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.4(a)(4) we request that you review the attached maps and 
identify any cultural properties that may be of interest to the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma. If so 
please inform either the Louisiana State Historic Preservation Office at (225) 342-8170 or Mr. 
DeMarcay at the number above. 

Thank you for your help with this project. If you have any questions or require additional 
information, please contact Mr. DeMarcay. 

Sincerely, 

I:; Joan Exnicios, Acting 
.;.>rChief, Environmental Planning 

And Compliance Branch 



cc:	 Natalie Deere Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
w/attachments 
John Burns, COM w/attachments 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
 

P.O. BOX 60267
 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70160-0267
 

April 20. 2009 

Planning, Programs, and 
Project Management Division 
Environmental Planning 
And Compliance Branch 
Attn: CEMVN-PM-RN 

Chairman Earl J. Barbry, Sr. 
Tunica-Biloxi Tribe of Louisiana 
P.O. Box 1589 
Marksville, LA 71351 

Dear Chairman Barbry: 

RE: Small Diversion at Convent/Blind River, St. James, St. John the Baptist and 
Ascension Parishes, Louisiana. 

A copy of this letter and the attachments are being sent to the Tunica-Biloxi Tribe of Louisiana 
Cultural Director Mr. Earl Barbry, Jr.. If you wish to view the attachment please Mr. Barbry, or, if 
you wish, you may contact Mr. Gary DeMarcay of my staff at (504) 862-2039. 

A small diversion at Convent/Blind River is proposed to reverse the current decline of a portion 
of the Maurepas Swamp area and to prevent the transition of the swamp into marsh and open 
water. This project will work together with the Hope Canal and Amite River Diversion Canal 
modification projects to bring Mississippi River water, sediment and nutrients to the current 
swamp area. Reversing this decline will help to develop more sustainable wetland ecosystem 
which can serve to protect the local environment, economy and culture. In light of Louisiana's 
extreme vulnerability to intense storms this project may also provide some measure of flood 
damage protection. 

The study of the diversion at Convent/Blind River restoration project is evaluating a small 
hydraulic diversion (less than 5,000 cfs) from the Mississippi River into Maurepas Swamp. 
Alternative locations for the proposed control structure in the vicinity of Convent, St. James 
Parish, Louisiana, located at Mississippi River mile 159 are being investigated. The project will 
be for the restoration of a portion of the swamp in the headwaters of the Blind River watershed. 
At this time the project is identifying reasonable alternatives and screening the alternatives 
down to a recommended plan. The Blind River headwaters are located in St. James Parish, 
approximately 23 miles north of the east bank of the Mississippi River at Convent. The Blind 
River flows north then east through Ascension and St. John the Baptist parishes before 
emptying into Lake Maurepas. 

Two maps are attached to this letter. The first is a small scale map showing the Convent/Blind 
River project, area, marked in green, in relation to Hope Canal Diversion project, marked in 
yellow and the Amite River Diversion project marked in Red. The second attachment is a large 
scale map showing only the Convent/Blind River Diversion project area. 



Records the Louisiana Division of Archaeology indicate that six know sites are located within the 
proposed project area. The site forms for these cultural resources are attached to this letter. 

16SJ39, the Romevilie/Convent site, a historic period artifact scatter is reported to be mostly 
destroyed and has been recommended as not eligible to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

16AN31, the Monroe Plantation consists in the salve quarters area, sugar house, machine shop, 
cemetery and the big house. This plantation dates to the mid 19th century to the mid 20th 

century. It has not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

16AN39, the site of the fort and town of Galveztown is affiliated with the 18th 
- 19th century 

Spanish, Canary Islanders and French settlers. When last recorded in 1989, there was 
apparently no evidence of standing architecture; however there were numerous surface 
artifacts. According to a local informant the site has eroded 30 ft. into the river. 16AN39 has 
not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

16AN50, the Bayou Conway Site, is a prehistoric period site along Bayou Conway. Artifacts 
from dredge material contained several decorated pot sherds dating to the Troyville-Coles 
Creek periods. 

16SJ20, the Wilton Plantation, is an 18th century plantation near Romeville, Louisiana. Cultural 
features include the slave quarter area, sugar house ruins, a tenant farmer community and the 
ruins of the big house. It has not been evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

16SJ21, the Helvetia Plantation, is a 19th and 20th century sugar plantation located near 
Romeville, Louisiana. Cultural features present are the sugar mill, two intact slave quarter 
houses, the remains of the big house and two Creole style overseer's houses. It has not been 
evaluated for inclusion to the National Register of Historic Places. 

In accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.4(a)(4) we request that you review the attached maps and 
identify any cultural properties that may be of interest to the Tunica-Biloxi Tribe of Louisiana. If 
so please inform either the Louisiana State Historic Preservation Office at (225) 342-8170 or Mr. 
DeMarcay at the number above. 

Thank you for your help with this project. If you have any questions or require additional 
information, please contact Mr. DeMarcay. 

Sincerely, 

J;!/o~ 
f. Joan Exnicios, Acting 

. t? rChief, Environmental Planning 
And Compliance Branch 



cc:	 Earl Barbry, Jr. Cultural Director 
w/attachments 
John Burns, CDM w/attachments 
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